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The Swiss House Singapore, a platform of the Swiss Embassy dedicated to Education, Research and Innovation, has
celebrated its 1st Anniversary in July 2005. This first year of activities has been a wonderful period full of challenges and
achievements, discoveries and encounters, with a common slogan: a never-ending enthusiasm and great passion to make
it happen.

In addition to some major events that you will discover in this Annual Report, covering our first year of activity, the Swiss
House has welcomed and assisted a number of official delegations from Switzerland and Singapore, given the impulse and
support to various agreements between Singaporean and Swiss institutions, provided valuable information to Swiss start-
ups and investors looking for regional opportunities, and to Singaporean students looking for challenging studies in Switzerland.

It is thanks to our sponsors and partners that the Swiss House has become what it is today: a one-stop information and
networking platform for students, researchers and entrepreneurs from Switzerland, Singapore and the region.

I would therefore like to express my gratitude and my sincere hope to further develop this collaboration in the near future.

Sincerely Yours,

FOREWORD
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Dr. Suzanne Hraba-Renevey

Dr. Suzanne Hraba-Renevey
Executive Director
Swiss House Singapore
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University of St. Gallen Asia Centre Singapore (p. 5)
The University of St. Gallen has established a permanent Asia
Centre Singapore at the Swiss House, underlining its strong
presence and commitment in Singapore.

Educational Fairs (p. 6)
The Swiss House showcased excellence of Swiss higher
education to students and education professionals at four major
educational fairs.

Einstein 05 (p. 8)
Celebrating 100 years of the Theory of Relativity, the Einstein
exhibition launched in May 2005 at the Science Centre Singapore
showcases till December 2005 the exceptional years of Albert
Einstein in Switzerland.

Institutional Agreements (p. 10)
Thanks to the Swiss House support, a number of “Memorandums
of Understanding” (MoUs) were signed between institutions in
Switzerland and Singapore, enabling student and professor
exchanges and in-depth cooperation in specific research topics.

Student Programmes and Support (p. 11)
In collaboration with local and Swiss partners, the Swiss House
has set up and sponsored Master and Language Immersion
Programmes for Swiss and Singaporean students.

Swiss Researchers in Singapore (p. 12)
The Swiss House has supported talks by Swiss scientists in
Singapore, by organising tailor–made meetings with relevant
local researchers, thus fostering new collaboration initiatives
with the hosting institutions.

HIGHLIGHTS
Education and Research



A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 5  |  H I G H L I G H T S 3

BioTechnica Asia 2004 (p. 14)
The Swiss House booth at BioTechnica Asia 2004 showcased
the outstanding R&D activities of the Swiss Biotech clusters.

“Innovation and Entrepreneurial Clusters” Videoconference
(p. 15)
A videoconference on the topic of “Innovation and Entrepreneurial
Clusters” was hosted by EPFL, SHARE Boston and the Swiss
House Singapore.

IHFEC 2005 (p. 16)
During the International Healthcare Facilities Exhibition and
Conference, the Swiss House highlighted the leadership of Swiss
Healthcare Management, Training, Architecture, Medical
Diagnostics and Devices.

Global Entrepolis @ Singapore 2005 (p. 17)
The Swiss House booth at Global Entrepolis @ Singapore aimed
at connecting Swiss high-tech start-ups to technology, partners,
funds and markets, and showcasing our “Accelerator” activities
in Singapore.

Executive Training Programmes (p. 18)
We offered tailor-made programmes to various delegations of
top executives from Switzerland willing to prospect Singaporean
and South East Asian R&D trends and opportunities.

Support to Swiss Start-ups (p. 18)
The Swiss House assisted Swiss high-tech SMEs and start-ups
in Singapore and the region, by providing valuable knowledge
networks, in a low-cost, low-risk, and proximity effective
environment.

HIGHLIGHTS
Innovation
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Swiss House Inauguration and 1st Anniversary (p. 19)
One year after the inauguration in 2004, the Swiss House
Singapore celebrated its 1st anniversary on the 6th July 2005,
highlighting achievements and future challenges.

150 years ETHZ-100 years NUS (p. 20)
The Swiss House Singapore celebrated scientific excellence by
supporting the ETH-NUS Cultural Exchange Tour 2005, organised
on the occasion of the anniversaries of the two prestigious
institutions.

Science Counsellors Meeting (p. 20)
Science and Technology Counselors from seven foreign
representations in Singapore attended briefings and company
visits at Biopolis.

.

Official Delegations and Visits (p. 21)
We welcomed numerous delegations and distinguished visitors
from Switzerland, and played an active role in advising Singapore
delegations to Switzerland.

Presentations and Regional Activities (p. 23)
Swiss higher education and innovation were showcased in a
number of speeches given at Singapore and Asian instituitions
to further promote Swiss House regional activities

HIGHLIGHTS
Social Events, Official Delegations, Presentations and Regional Activities
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University of St. Gallen Asia Centre Singapore
28 September 2004

We celebrated the opening of University of St. Gallen Asia
Centre Singapore at the Swiss House, in presence of more
than 80 students from Switzerland, attending three different
programmes in Singapore. The implementation of St. Gallen
University at the Swiss House, a few months after its
inauguration, highlights the historically strong link of the Swiss
University with Singapore (since many years a variety of
programs have been established reaching from the
undergraduate to the executive level), and underlines the
tight cooperation between the University of St. Gallen and
the Swiss House.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
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Educational Fairs

NTU 3rd Student Exchange Fair
19 January 2005
The Swiss House was aboard the 3rd

International Student Exchange Fair,
(INSTEP) organised by the Nanyang
Technological University (NTU), among
about 60 international exhibitors. This
annual fair allowed NTU students to gather
information on existing exchange
programmes and studying opportunities
in Switzerland. Our kind sponsors (Nestlé,
Ricola, Swiss Butchery) and an Alphorn
player helped us to set up an attractive
booth leading to many student enquiries.

Career 2005
3-6 March 2005
The Swiss House gave the opportunity to
Swiss institutions of higher learning to
showcase their programmes at Career
2005, the largest Educational Fair in South-
East Asia, in the frame of a European

Pavilion. The universities of Basel,
Bern,Geneva, Lausanne, Neuchâtel, St.
Gallen, Zurich, the Ecole Polytechnique
Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) and the
Ecole Hôtelière de Lausanne (EHLITE)
at tended the event.  The Swiss
representatives had the opportunity to
network extensively with their local
counterparts, thanks to tailor-made
meetings and networking events with the
academic contacts of the European
representatives in Singapore.

APPLE Conference and Exhibition 
4-6 August 2005
The “Asia Pacific Professional Leaders in
Education” (APPLE) Conference and
Exhibition was hosted at the Nanyang
Technological University (NTU) campus.
The Swiss House was taking part in the
exhibition of this Asian premiere,
showcasing Swiss Universities and
exchange programmes with regional
partners to a public of education
professionals.

NUS International Exchange Day 2005
8 September 2005
The Swiss House attended the National
University of Singapore (NUS) International
Exchange Day 2005 and promoted the
existing exchange programmes between
Switzerland and Singapore and studying
opportunities in Switzerland.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
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Einstein 05
May-December 2005

Celebrating the World Year of Physics
and the 100th anniversary of Einstein’s
Special Theory of Relativity, the Swiss
House Singapore has taken part in the
exhibition "Albert Einstein – Man of the
Century”, which is held at the Singapore
Science Centre until December 2005. The
exhibition will be travelling in Asia from
mid-October, namely Malaysia, Vietnam,

Thailand and Indonesia. The exhibition is
based on the book “Those Happy Bernese
Years” by Ann M. Hentschel and Gerd
Grasshoff and focuses on Einstein’s 19
years spent in Switzerland. The main
attraction of the Swiss part of the exhibition
is Einstein’s Swiss passport, highlighting
his Swiss citizenship. Display panels
conceived by the Swiss House, show

Einstein’s life in Bern and Zurich, his
intellectual network, his scientific
achievements and his presence in
Switzerland today. In addition, the Swiss
House organises treasure hunts and an
essay competition for students. The winner
of the essay competition will be awarded
with a flight to Switzerland, following
Einstein’s footsteps in Bern.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
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Prof. Philippe Régnier
GCSP Associate Faculty (Asian affairs)
University of Geneva

“Warmest wishes for the future of the Swiss House.
Interfacing with leading scientific institutions in
Singapore and the region.”

Institutional Agreements

The Swiss House has successfully supported the following
agreements:

• University of Geneva and the National University of Singapore
(NUS)

• University of Zurich and NUS

• EPFL and NTU

• The NTU Global Immersion Programme at EPFL and at the
 University of St. Gallen

• Public Service Commission Grants (PSC Grants) agreement,
allowing fully granted Singaporean students (future civil
servants) to attend undergraduate studies at Swiss Universities

Furthermore, the following agreements are currently supported
by the Swiss House:

• The programme of the Graduate Institute of International 
Studies in Geneva (HEI) and NUS

• The graduate programme of the University of St. Gallen and
the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy (NUS)

• The exchange programme of University of Neuchâtel and 
NUS

• The Master in Climatology programme of University of Fribourg
and NUS

• The Double Master programme of the Faculty of Law, 
University of Zurich and NUS

• The A*STAR National Science scholarships for Singaporean
PhDs and post-docs in Switzerland

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
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Student Programmes and Support

Master of Science in Infectious Diseases,
Vaccinology and Drug Discovery
This Master of Science Course is jointly
organised by the Biozentrum at the
University of Basel, the Swiss Tropical
Institute, the Novartis Institute for Tropical
Diseases Singapore and the National
University of Singapore (NUS). The Swiss
House sponsors part of the travel costs
of students and facil i tators from
Switzerland.

Language Immersion Programme for
Singaporean students in Switzerland
This programme has been set up in
collaboration with the National University
of Singapore, Centre for Language
Studies, offering NUS students the
opportunity to attend summer language
immersion courses in Switzerland. The
Swiss House is sponsoring the NUS grants
covering accommodation costs and
university fees. A similar programme, the
“Global Immersion Programme”, has now
been established with the Nanyang
Technological University (NTU).

Student Support
Numerous enquiries from Singaporean
students wanting to study in Switzerland
and searching for granting opportunities
have been answered, mostly as a follow-
up of the educational fairs attended. The
Swiss House being a walk-in office, also
offers brochures and information materials
on Swiss higher learning institutions to
interested students. Furthermore, the
Swiss House has sponsored a St. Gallen
MBA research on the biomedical
Singapore cluster. In collaboration with
the Swiss Business Association (SBA),
we also facilitated internship search for
students from Switzerland in Singapore.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
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Swiss Researchers in Singapore

Prof. William Broughton
4 November 2004
Prof. William Broughton, Director of the Botany and Plant Biology
Department from the University of Geneva, gave a talk at the
Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology (IMCB).

Prof. Kurt Wüthrich
9 December 2004
Prof. Kurt Wüthrich, Professor of Molecular Biology and
Biophysics, at the ETH Zurich, Nobel Prize winner in chemistry
in 2002, was invited to Singapore by the Biomedical Research
Council (BMRC) as a distinguished visitor.

Prof. Fritz Fahrni
17 February 2005
The Swiss House Singapore and the Swiss Business Association
co-organised a seminar entitled “Entrepreneurial Innovation and
Business Excellence” given by Prof. Fritz Fahrni, Professor for
Technology Management and Entrepreneurship at ETH Zurich
and at the University of St. Gallen.

Prof. Martin Beniston
21 March 2005.
The Swiss House was the co-organiser of a seminar given by
Prof. Martin Beniston, Director, Geography Unit, Department of
Geosciences, University of Fribourg, Switzerland, as part of the
National University of Singapore (NUS) Geography Seminar
Series 2004-2005. The seminar was chaired by Associate
Professor Matthias Roth, Swiss scientist at the department of
Geography at NUS. A project of a common Master degree
between the two institutions is currently discussed.

Prof. Sarah Springman
5–6 September 2005
Prof. Sarah Springman, Professor of Geotechnical Engineering
at the Institute for Geotechnical Engineering of the ETH Zurich,
gave two scientific talks at the NUS and at NTU, followed up by
discussions on ETHZ double PhD programmes and
student/professor exchange programmes, with NUS and NTU,
respectively.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
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Prof. Kurt Wüthrich
Professor of Molecular Biology and Biophysics
ETHZ

“Great to see that Switzerland
has found a place in this impressive
science landscape”

Prof. Martin Beniston
Director, Geography Unit, Department of Geosciences
University of Fribourg

“A really nice welcome and very interesting discussion
on future collaborations between our small university of
Fribourg and Singapore. Swiss House is an interesting,
innovative concept!”



BioTechnica Asia 2004
12-14 October 2004

Biomedical Asia 2004 was one of the largest biomedical conferences in Asia Pacific
and brought together industry leaders, academics, venture capitalists, research scientists
and legal professionals from around the world. It was paralleled by a partnering seminar,
BioTechnica Asia, the International Trade Fair for Biotechnology, providing the
opportunity to build relationships with global private equity investors. The Swiss House
Singapore gave Swiss Biotech Association, biotech clusters and start-ups the opportunity
to exhibit promotional material at the Swiss House booth, shared with Basler & Hofmann
Consulting Engineers, Zurich & Singapore. 
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INNOVATION

Britta Gruenig
Academic Intern
Swiss House Singapore

“Purpose, excitement, fun: The Swiss House has offered me all these.
I found it a personally rewarding place to be and also see the benefits
for the communities in Switzerland and Singapore.”



“Innovation and Entrepreneurial Clusters” Videoconference
25 August 2005

The Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) has organised, in cooperation with SHARE
(Swiss House in Boston) and the Swiss House Singapore, a videoconference on the topic of
“Innovation and Entrepreneurial Clusters”, showcasing the entrepreneurial capacities of the three
regions to EPFL Management of Technology (MoT) students, and a larger public of professors,
engineers and entrepreneurs. The Singapore programme included an overview of the entrepreneurial
context in Asia, by Prof. Poh Kam Wong (NUS), as well as an illustration of a personal experience

from a Singaporean successful entrepreneur, Mr. Steven Fang (Group CEO for CordLife, Cytomatix and Cell Sciences). Singapore,
ranked 3rd most competitive nation (IMD 2005) and the 2nd nation offering an economically favourable framework (World Bank
2005), was described as an emerging centre of high technologies and entrepreneurship, thanks in particular to the strong
governmental support and the growing venture capital.

Mr. Jean Micol
Co-director of the Management of Technologies progam
EPFL

“I would like to thank you and the Swiss House Singapore team. Singapore’s contributions have been a
key factor in making this MoT Event truly valuable and a success.”
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INNOVATION



The Swiss House was a supporting partner of IHFEC, which took
place for the fist time in Asia for this 2005 edition. This is in response
to the emerging healthcare markets in Asian regions, due to rising
affluence and the growing need to improve and invest in healthcare
facilities. IHFEC aimed at bringing together healthcare providers
and professionals such as government officials, facility managers
and planners, builders, architects, designers and investors and
informed on international healthcare trends and technologies
impacting on the management of healthcare facilities.

The Swiss House provided information on  healthcare technologies,
medical devices, biotech clusters, and business opportunities in
the healthcare field in Switzerland and shared a booth with the
Private Hospitals of Switzerland. Other participants from Switzerland
included Dr. Thomas Guthknecht, Architect and winner of the
international competition “Future Hospital”.

International Healthcare Facilities Exhibition & Conference (IHFEC 2005)
31 August - 2 September 2005
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INNOVATION



The Swiss House Singapore has been invited by the Economic Development
Board (EDB) to join the Global Entrepolis @ Singapore 2005 (GES) event,
and showcase its “accelerator” and “incubation” activities. GES provided a
unique marketplace for high tech start-ups, allowing them to network, interact
and create business opportunities within over 20 business conferences,
industry application seminars, venture capitalist summits, entrepreneur
workshops and an emerging-technology exhibition. Swiss companies active
in the nanotechnology and microtechnology field attended the event, and
were provided the opportunity to meet up with the local government and
various investors in order to negotiate possible implementation plans.

Global Entrepolis @ Singapore 2005, World Nano-Economic Congress
27–28 September 2005
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INNOVATION

Dr. Nicholas Draeger
Portfolio Manager
Adamant Biomedical Investments AG

“I wished to write and thank you most sincerely for
the excel lent help that you have provided to us in
Singapore. We have had a superb trip to Singapore
which exceeds anything we could have expected.”
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Executive Training Programmes

ISEP 2005
7 July 2005
The International Senior Entrepreneurial Leadership Programme
(ISEP) is a joint programme offered by ETH Zurich and the
University of St. Gallen, in cooperation with faculty members of
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). The programme
was targeted for senior executives with an interest in strengthening
and developing their entrepreneurial skills. The Swiss House
organised a varied afternoon briefing on the Biopolis compound,
which included presentations by the Agency for Science,
Technology and Research, the Economic Development Board,
as well as visits to IBN (Institute of Bioengineering and
Nanotechnology) and NITD (Novartis Institute for Tropical
Diseases).

Swiss Re Zurich delegation to Singapore
12 September 2005
As part of a Swiss Business Hub ASEAN programme, the Swiss
House Singapore organised the briefing of a Swiss Re delegation
from the Leadership Development Programme. This high ranking
group of Senior Swiss Re representatives attended presentations
followed by Q&A sessions on topics related to diseases such
as the Dengue Fever, Tuberculosis (Novartis Institute for Tropical
Diseases), SARS and the bird flu (Genome Institute Singapore).

Support to Swiss Start-ups

The Swiss House provided substantial assistance to high tech
start-ups and SMEs by organising meetings with our knowledge
network from the government, academia, research and investment
bodies. We also offered short term low-cost working space and
professional consulting services by affiliated partners. As an
example of successful matchmaking services provided, the
Swiss company Allevia, an international contract research start-
up specialized in pre-clinical testing services, has successfully
implemented a research unit in Singapore.

Pierre Mainil-Varlet
CTO
Allevia

“The Swiss House is the perfect instrument to
help companies like Allevia to jump start in Singapore.”

INNOVATION



Swiss House Inauguration and 1st Anniversary
6 July 2004, 6 July 2005

The Swiss House Singapore has been inaugurated by Federal Counsellor Pascal
Couchepin and Singapore Minister of Education Tharman Shanmugaratnam. In July
2005, we celebrated our 1st anniversary with a truly Swiss-Asian evening. Our
distinguished guests experienced a charming performance of the Lion Dance and
gained a taste of the famous Swiss Raclette, accompanied by an Alphorn performance.

“Congratulations, after one year
still going strong and inspiring all
stakeholders.”
Walter Anderau, Swiss Re
Member of the Strategic Advisory Board
of the Swiss Houses

“From al l of us from St. Gal len - SMU Asia Campus,
Happy 1st Birthday! Congratulations & we look forward to
many wonderful events ahead!”
Students of St. Gallen – SMU Asia Campus 2004
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SOCIAL EVENTS



150 years ETHZ - 100 years NUS
May - June 2005

Celebrating the 150th anniversary of the Federal Institute of
Technology (ETH) in Zurich and the 100th anniversary of the
National University of Singapore (NUS), the Swiss House
Singapore sponsored a cultural exchange programme by the
two top world institutions. From 29 May to 2 June 2005, ETH
Zurich hosted 80 representatives from the NUS Chinese
Orchestra, whereas the NUS Centre for the Arts (CFA) hosted
a delegation of 90 musicians from the Akademisches Orchester
Zürich (AOZ) performing as part of the NUS Centennial
Celebrations, on Tuesday, 28 June 2005 at the University Cultural
Centre Hall.

Science Counsellors Meeting
13 May 2005

The Swiss House hosted, a group of 16 Science and Technology
Counsellors and academic interns from six foreign representations
located in Singapore (France, Germany, Great Britain,
Netherlands, China, Canada). The delegation attended briefings
and company visits. This overall programme was a unique
occasion to be informed about Biopolis-related activities and
network with colleagues.
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SOCIAL EVENTS

“Very impressed by the Swiss House.”
Wu Yilin
Science Counsellor
Embassy of China in Singapore

“Very interesting! Thanks for all the work/time/effort
for organising this afternoon! Good luck with your
work.”
Machteld Weerstra-de-Boer
Royal Netherlands Embassy



Delegations from Switzerland

Numerous delegations and more than 50 individual visitors from Switzerland  comprising
academics, politicians and entrepreneurs were welcomed and briefed at the Swiss
House on Singapore’s R&D commitments, and/or were assisted through tailor-made
events and meetings with relevant contacts in Singapore. The major delegations and
visits were:

• Mr. Hans-Ullrich Stöckling
Minister of Education, St. Gallen
8 October 2004

• Swiss Senators to Singapore
8-12 November 2004

• Prof. Ernst Buschor
Vice-President of ETH board
10 January 2005

• Federal Counsellor Joseph Deiss
Ambassadors and OSEC executives 
8-9 April 2005

OFFICIAL DELEGATIONS AND VISITS
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“Un bel exemple comment tirer
parti d’un immense potentiel
avec un minimum de moyens!
Je souhaite au Swiss House
d ’accuei l l i r un ma x imum
d’etudiants et d’etudiantes
mais aussi de scientifiques, pour
le developpement de bonnes
relations entre nos deux pays.”
Joseph Deiss, Federal Counsellor
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Delegations from Singapore

Various governmental and academic delegations were briefed
on Swiss higher education, R&D and science policy issues, and
were assisted in the organisation of their meetings in Switzerland,
leading to long term partnerships between Singaporean and
Swiss institutions (p. 10) and to major impacts on Singaporean
science policies.

Former Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Tony Tan and delegation
8-10 November 2004
Based on this official visit to Switzerland among other 5 European
countries, Singapore has implemented some major improvements
in its Science and Technology Plan 2006-2010, doubling the
previous budget, and positioning Singapore among the few
nations which invest around 3% of their GDP in R&D.
Furthermore, a new Research Fund (National Research
Foundation) allocating 5 billion SGD to basic research as well
as an advisory board (Research, Innovation and Enterprise
Council, RIEC), directly reporting to the Prime Minister’s Office
have been set up.

Prof. Shih Choon Fong, NUS President
December 2004
Several visits at ETH Zurich and the Universities of Zurich and
Basel.

Workforce Development Agency (WDA)
19-20 April 2005
Briefing on professional education in Switzerland.

Global Immersion Programme NTU
17-18 May 2005
Global Immersion Programme to send students for 6 months to
Switzerland (University of St. Gallen and EPFL).

Public Service Commission
26-28 May 2005
Future Singaporean civil servants to be sponsored for their
studies in Switzerland (EPFL, University of Zurich and ETHZ).

International Relations Office NUS
April 2005
Discussions on Language Immersion Programme, and MoU
with the University of Zurich.

Dr. Su Guaning, NTU President
September 2005
MoU with EPFL.

Prof. Kishore Mahbubani, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
September 2005
Discussion on exchange programs with the University of St. Gallen.

Joanne Kua, Development Manager
Public Service Commission

“Once again many thanks for al l your assistance.
I learnt a lot about the Swiss tertiary education
system from Swiss House and our visits to Switzerland
earlier this year.”

OFFICIAL DELEGATIONS AND VISITS
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Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 28 January 2005
In the lecture entitled "The Swiss House Singapore: the Swiss
way to foster Innovation, Creativity and Entrepreneurship",
Dr. Suzanne Hraba-Renevey showcased Swiss Innovation.

Career Fair, March 2005
During this educational fair the Swiss excellence in higher
education as well as specific programmes at Swiss institutions
of higher learning was showcased.

Global Immersion Programme, two talks at NTU
25 June and 25 July 2005
The GIP aims to provide NTU students the experience of studying
and working abroad. The Swiss House presentations showcased
the studying opportunities in Switzerland.

Nanyang Technological University MBA Programme
14 September 2005
The implementation of Centres of Excellence was illustrated by
the Swiss Biotech Clusters.

Singapore Management University (SMU) Integration Seminar
30 September 2005
The Swiss House Singapore activities were highlighted to allow
St. Gallen students participating in the Asia term at SMU to work
on a practice project on Swiss House Singapore product
development and communication.

Shanghai, 30 August–2 September 2004
This business trip offered the opportunity to meet global venture
capitalists and set up contacts with the Swiss Centre Shanghai
and the Swiss Consulate General in Shanghai.

Hong Kong, 23–27 March 2005
The Consul General from Hong Kong, Mr. Barras invited Dr.
Suzanne Hraba-Renevey, to give a presentation on the Swiss
House Singapore, within the Festival “Switzerland meets Hong
Kong”.

Malaysia and Thailand, 5–11 June 2005
Dr. Suzanne Hraba-Renevey attended several seminars and
talks during “EuroThailand” in Bangkok and “EuroMalaysia” in
Kuala Lumpur, as well as meetings at the Embassies of
Switzerland to set up regional collaborations in Education,
Research and Innovation.

Japan, 8–10 September 2005
In collaboration with the S&T office in Tokyo, Dr. Suzanne Hraba-
Renevey attended the BioJapan 2005 World Business Forum,
as well as briefings on the Japanese R&D landscape, meetings
with representatives of the Swiss Embassy in Tokyo, with
Japanese representatives of the Education Ministry, and the
Japanese media.

PRESENTATIONS REGIONAL ACTIVITIES



MAJOR PROJECTS

Date Participants Partner (s) Budget from
SER

Budget from
Partner(s)

Swiss House Website

Language Immersion Programme

BioTechnica Asia 2004

Career 2005

Einstein Exhibition

Sep 04

ongoing

12-14 Oct 04

3-6 Mar 05

N.A.

N.A.

N.A.

400,000

Greater Zurich Area

NUS

Basler & Hofmann

Universities of
Basel, Bern,

Geneva, Lausanne,
Neuchâtel, St.
Gallen, Zurich,

Ecole Hôtelière de
Lausanne & EPFL

Presence Switzerland,
 Singapore Science

Centre,
Swiss International

Airlines

N.A.

CHF 20,000

CHF 2,782

CHF 13,895

CHF 4,350

–

CHF 2,145

CHF 13,500

May-Dec 05 600,000/Year CHF 3,000* CHF 12,500*

* Estimated Value
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Date Participants Partner (s) Budget from
SER

Budget from
Partner(s)

Joint MSc Course in Infectious Diseases,
Vaccinology and Drug Discovery

APPLE Conference and Exhibition 2005

MoT Videoconference
“Innovation and

Entrepreneurship Clusters”

IHFEC 2005

Global Entrepolis @
Singapore 2005

Aug 05 -
ongoing

4-6 Aug 05

25 Aug 05

31 Aug -
3 Sept 05

26-30 Sep 05

6

350-400

15 (local)
200 (EPFL)
30 (SHARE)

2,000

14,000

N.A.

Biozentrum of the
University of Basel,

Swiss Tropical
Institute, NITD &

NUS

Swiss Private
Hospitals Association

Economic
Development
Board (EDB)

CHF 16,000

CHF 3,240*

CHF 328*

CHF 3,170*

CHF 1,183*

N.A.

–

N.A.

N.A.

–

EPFL, SHARE

* Estimated Value

MAJOR PROJECTS

ETH-NUS Cultural Exchange Tour 28 Jun 05 170 ETH Zurich, NUS CHF 2,780 N.A.

Total CHF 66,378* CHF 32,495*

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 5  |  M A J O R  P R O J E C T S 25



BUDGET
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The Swiss House Singapore is a cost-
effective, non-profit organisation. The
State Secretariat for Education and
Research (SER) covers the core costs of
this innovative platform. Sponsors are
most welcome to support specific projects.

Running costs

Representation

Travel

Projects

Personnel

CHF 65,000

 CHF 10,000

CHF 10,000

CHF 70,000

CHF 150,000*

The Swiss House Allocated
Budget 2005 (SER)

Total        CHF 305,000*

* Estimated Value



• Un petit coin de Suisse en Asie, 29/5/04, 24 Heures
• Les promoteurs de la scène scientifique suisse,

30/6/04, Le Temps
• Swisshouse: les Romands sèment, les  Alémaniques

récoltent, 1/7/04, L’HEBDO
• Besuch von Bundesrat Pascal Couchepin in Singapur,

1/7/04, Swiss Window
• Pascal Couchepin est en visite à Singapour, 3/7/04,

Edicom
• Speech by Mr. Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Acting

Minister for Education, at the official opening of the
Swiss House Singapore, 6/7/04, Singapore
Government Media Release

• RSR Le Journal du matin, 6/7/04
• Couchepin eröffnet Swiss House in Singapur, 6/7/04,

MoneyCab
• Swiss one-stop education, research hub opens at 

Biopolis, 6/7/04, Channelnewsasia.com
• Schweizer Wissenschafts-Zentrum in Singapur,

6/7/04, swissinfo
• Swiss House breaks new ground in Singapore,

6/7/04, NZZ online (swissinfo)
• Couchepin eröffnet “Swiss House”, 6/7/04, Tages-

Anzeiger Online
• Swiss govt sets up ‘scientific embassy’ here,

7/7/04, Straits Times
• Couchepin weiht “Swiss House” ein, 7/7/04, eBund

(Der Bund)
• La Swisshouse de Singapour ouvre ses portes

aux chercheurs, mais a encore tout à prouver, 7/704,
Le Temps

• Bildungsminister Cuochepin auf Singapur-Visite,
7/7/04, Basler Zeitung Online

MEDIA COVERAGE  May 2004 - September 2005

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 5  |  M E D I A  C O V E R A G E 27

• La Suisse et Singapour en symbiose, 7/7/04, L’Agefi
• Swiss House for Eduaction, Research and

Innovation Singapore, 28/9/04, OSEC
• Un satellite à 12'000 km de la Suisse ou l'import-export

du savoir, 9/04, University of Geneva Press
• Swiss House inaugurated, 10/04, Schweizer Revue,

N. 5
• Trip to learn from Swiss science, technology, 8/11/04,

Straits Times
• NUS, Swiss institutes to offer joint master's,

10/11/04, Straits Times
• Collaborations in Science and Technology between

Singapore and Switzerland, 11/11/04, RSI
• Tweaking tech to serve 'silver' folk, 11/11/04, Straits

Times
• DPM Tony Tan draws lessons from Swiss

experience,12/11/04, Straits Times
• R&D framework to be changed to draw private-sector,

18/11/04, Strait Times
• Switzerland creates science outposts in US and Asia,

18/11/04, Cordis News
• Lessons for S'pore from the Swiss science

powerhouse, 20/11/04, Straits Times
• Much to learn from Swiss R&D Model: DPM Tan,

22/11/04, Business Times
• Ce sont les rencontres qui font germer les idées,12/04,

A3 Journal EPFL
• The NCCR in Singapore in 2006?, 1/05, Pole Position

3
• International Careers Report: Singapore, 18/2/05, 

SCIENCE Magazine
• Get an European Education, 3/3/05, Straits Times

• Can Smaller mean Better in a Global Economy?, 4/05,
Leader

• Bundesrat Deiss in Singapur und Indonesien, 9/4/05,
NZZ Online

• Speech by Minister for Manpower and 2nd Minister
for Education, Dr. Ng Eng Hen at Launch of
Einstein Exhibition, 18/5/05, Singapore Government
Media Release

• “Swiss Houses” for Science - A Unique Platform for
International Exchange, 26/5/05, Nature

• Healthcare Providers looking to Provide Patients with
Cosier Environment (IHFEC Media Coverage),
20/6/05, Channel News Asia 10.30pm News

• Albert Einstein – man of the century, 6/05, Relax
• Das Swiss House Singapore eröffnet Einstein, 7/05,

Impulse
• An island to be reckoned with: Singapore and the

world of biomed science, 7/05, HealthWorldsmagazine
• Les trois Swiss House ont six mois pour faire leurs

preuves, 5/8/05, Le Temps
• Boston, Lausanne, Singapour : un triangle d’or, 6/9/05,

Flashback EPFL
• Swiss House Singapore Achieves Successful Results

in Collaboration for Research and Education, 8/9/05,
Kagaku Kogyo Nippo

• Speech by Minister for Trade and Industry, Mr. Lim
Hng Kiang at National Science and Technology Awards
Dinner 2005, 20/09/05, Singapore Government Media
Release

• Pour l’EPFL, Singapour est une porte vers l’Asie,
29/9/05, L’HEBDO
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Our Website & e-Newsletter

The Swiss House publishes a monthly Science Asia Newsletter in collaboration with
its colleagues in Tokyo, Beijing and Seoul on science, technology, research, innovation
and education related topics.

The Swiss House Singapore released its first quarterly e-newsletter in July 2005,
informing its growing number of users, partners, sponsors and interested circles on
past events and future activities.

The Swiss House website launched in September 2004 is a dynamic platform to
communicate instantly upcoming events and to report our passed activities, as well
as provide comprehensive information on Education, Research and Innovation in
Singapore and Switzerland. The Swiss House website enjoys increasing popularity.
The following chart shows the individual monthly hits:

Month

January 2005

February 2005

March 2005

April 2005

May 2005

June 2005

July 2005

August 2005

September 2005

588

632

1,002

1,011

1,095

1,320

1,451

1,258

1,288

Website Visits

SWISS HOUSE ONLINE



The Swiss House Stakeholders

The Swiss House is partnering with a variety of stakeholders
including institutions of higher learning, research institutes,
economic promoters, governmental offices, business associations
as well as consulting services. The Swiss House is member of
the Swiss Business Association in Singapore and of BioSingapore
(Biotech Association), and is tightly collaborating with the newly
set up Swiss Business Hub ASEAN.

Affiliated Consulting Services

• Alpana Advisory Services
• Basler & Hofmann Consulting Engineers, Zurich & Singapore
• FINETIK Partners Singapore
• GamAsian
• HOCA International Consultants
• Intelleigen Legal LLC
• Kleiner Anwälte
• St.Gallen Asia Centre
• 3iAnalytics, Intellectual Property Exchange Pte Ltd.

The Swiss House thanks its generous sponsors

• Basler & Hofmann Consulting Engineers
• Ecole Hôtelière de Lausanne (EHLITE)
• Ecole Polytechnique de Lausanne (EPFL)
• Greater Zurich Area
• International Senior Entrepreneurial Leadership Program

(ISEP)
• Nestlé Singapore
• Présence Suisse
• Ricola
• Swiss Butchery Singapore
• Swiss International Airlines
• University of Basel
• University of Bern
• University of Geneva
• University of Lausanne
• University of Neuchâtel
• University of St. Gallen
• University of Zurich
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PARTNERS AND SPONSORS
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THE SWISS HOUSE STAFF

Karl Strempel, Academic Intern, April to July 2005, Swiss House Singapore

“Thank you for everything you have done for us… I have really enjoyed my stay in Singapore. And I
have learned a lot during my internship at the Swiss House, and I think that we have realised some
great achievements.”

Siyin Lim, Personal Assistant since 11 April 2005
Siyin completed her studies with a Bachelor of Arts degree from the National University of Singapore (NUS) in Dec
2004. She graduated with a major in Economics and a minor in China Studies. She is proficient in English, Chinese
and German. During her studies, she passed one term in Konstanz, Germany.

Marylin Goh, Academic Intern from April to July 2004
Marilyn studied arts and social sciences at the National University Singapore, where she got her Masters degree in July
2003. She was in charge of the Swiss House opening and designed the Swiss House Logo and panel.

Laura Meyer, Academic Intern from July to September 2004
Laura studies law at the University of Zurich. Her duties included the set up of the new office, the website and the Swiss
House Singapore brochure.

Britta Grünig, Academic Intern from September to November 2004
Britta studied International Affairs and Governance at the University of St. Gallen, where she got her Bachelor degree.
She worked on the BioTechnica Asia 2004 event and helped establishing a proper filing system at the Swiss House.

Dr. Suzanne Hraba-Renevey,  Executive Director, was awarded a PhD in Molecular Biology from the University of
Geneva, Switzerland, and spent several years in academia and research. She created the position of Science Counselor
at the Embassy of Switzerland in Singapore, and sustained the implementation of the Swiss House Singapore. She
presently conceives, manages and communicates the Swiss House activities, leading a four-member team, and reporting
to an advisory board compromising personalities from academia, government and the corporate world.



Katrin Stüssi, Academic Intern, April to July 2005, Swiss House Singapore

Thank you again for the just simply fantastic time I could pass in Singapore in the Swiss House, it is a
great chance you offer to young men and women like me! :-)
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THE SWISS HOUSE STAFF

Karl Strempel, Academic Intern from April to July 2005
Karl studied Business Management at the University of St. Gallen and will pursue his studies at the Master level in St.
Gallen and Singapore. He was in charge of the Einstein exhibition, the ETHZ-NUS Cultural Exchange Tour and our e-
Newsletter.

Katrin Stüssi, Academic Intern from April to July 2005
Katrin studied Business Economics, specialized in the field of Tourism and Public Management at the University of St.
Gallen. She was handling the Science Counsellors meeting, the IHFEC 2005, the ISEP delegation, and the GES 2005.

Olivier Renoud-lias, Academic Intern from July to October 2005
Olivier studies Asian economics, business and politics at the University of Geneva. He worked on the APPLE conference
and exhibition 2005, the EPFL Videoconference, the e-Newsletter, the Swiss Re delegation, and the present report.

Helen Mertes, Academic Intern from July to October 2005
Helen will receive a Bachelor degree in Business Administration from the University of St. Gallen in fall 2005 and will
continue her studies with a Master programme. She worked on the IHFEC 2005, the GES 2005, as well as the ongoing
Einstein exhibition.

Claudia Roth, Academic Intern from January to March 2005
Claudia studied Business Economics and specialized in the field of Tourism and Public Management at the University
of St. Gallen. She handled the NTU Student Exchange Fair 2005 and Career 2005.



In the context of the major improvements of the Singapore
research policies (doubling of the R&D budget for the 2006-2010
period, with strong emphasis on basic research focusing on
specific domains of excellence) the Swiss House is eagerly
looking forward to supporting the bright future of Swiss-
Singaporean partnerships in Education, Research and Innovation.

Our future key events include a McKinsey Venture 06 start-up
competition launched on the occasion of the final 150 years
celebrations at ETH Zurich (Nov 2005); the EMC (Electro Magnetic
Compatibility) Conference ETHZ in Singapore (March 2006);
the Career 2006 educational fair showcasing Swiss institutions
of higher learning (March 2006); Icons 06, a Swiss Embassy
event showcasing Swiss excellence, with the participation of
Prof. Claude Nicollier; Global Entrepolis 2006, a partnering event
for high tech start-ups supported by Ernst&Young (Sep 06);
BioTechnica Asia 2006, in collaboration with the Swiss Biotech

Association (Oct 2006), and a Singapore Venture Capitalist
delegation to Switzerland in collaboration with CTI Start-Up.

To improve our services, we are tightening collaborations with
institutions of higher learning, federal offices (CTI International)
and the newly established Swiss Business Hub ASEAN in
Singapore. We investigate new ways of promoting Swiss
excellence in Singapore and the region by organising workshops,
panel discussions and symposia on selected research and
innovation themes. We search for attractive communication
means to inform our relevant partners about our key activities,
in a constant effort to showcase our services and ensure an
increasing third party financing of our projects.

We look forward to welcoming you and your partners at the
Swiss House Singapore in the near future!
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OUTLOOK
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Swiss House Singapore
#01/01-02 Genome
60, Biopolis Street
Singapore 138 672

Tel :  +65 6774 9360
Fax :  +65 6774 9365

info@swisshouse.org.sg
www.swisshouse.org.sg


